Evaluation of a one-day AIDS continuing education course.
The effectiveness of a one-day acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) continuing education course for dentists and hygienists was evaluated using pretest, posttest, and six-month follow-up questionnaires. There was a general, though not statistically significant, increase in the percentage of respondents who reported they planned to be immunized against hepatitis B, and a statistically significant increase in dentists' perceptions of the percentage of their patients at risk for AIDS. The percentage of respondents who believed the private practice setting is the preferred practice site for treating healthy patients with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) increased, though the increase was not statistically significant. Six-month follow-up results found a significant increase in the percentage of respondents who reported being immunized against hepatitis B. Other posttest results were maintained at the six-month follow-up. These results support the contention that a traditional lecture approach in AIDS continuing dental professional education can be beneficial.